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INTRODUCTION 




T 

JLHE non-mainstream press, despite its frequent 
ineffectiveness, has always been viewed with 
alarm by the jerks who run society. Probably 
not a city council in any sizable town, not a 
university board of regents, 'student council*, 
board of supervisors or police chief's office — 
or any other entity that wields power — has not 
at one time or another directed its surprised 
attention to the unlicensed, unauthorized, un- 
approved, not - zoned - for small newspaper or 
journal that was suddenly criticizing that body. 
The reaction of persons who have never been 
exposed to radical and independent publications 
before is interesting; they act as you might im- 
agine someone would who was watching flying 
saucers land. 
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FREEDOM OF THE PRESS IS FRAGILE 



It is not 'cantankerous*, 'cranky*, 'stupid*, 
'stubborn', 'quaint', 'silly*, of 'unrealistic' to 
insist that the reason for publishing things re- 
mains to exert YOUR impact on the world. If 
you give up some aspects of what is yours, you'll 
find that one day ALL aspects have vanished 
and you're totally under the thumb of various 
authoritarians. 

And then there's no point in publishing at all. 
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SUPPLYING NECESSITIES. 



Soon, however, their appalled disbelief jells 
into *a firm conviction that something must be 
done*. Direct, forceful censorship or suppres- 
sion tends not to work, but it's the first thing 
tried. After that more subtle methods are used, 
both by people who wish there was NO small 
press, and by those who only wish THEY were 
running it. Here we'll look at a few of the effec- 
tive techniques that have been applied. 



Control By Supply 

Underground newspapers of the Vietnam era had 
a typical look, or visual style, which was caused 
by the operation of several common factors. 
First, despite the incredible nonsensical version 
of an underground newspaper office as shown on 
reruns of Dragnet, there were no clanking letter- 
press printing machines.no linotypes, no people 
setting type by hand out of cases. Undergrounds 
were printed commercially at regular printing 
companies, from paste-ups laid out on people's 
kitchen tables. 

The typical underground 'office' had too many 
people in it at any one time, too little work ac- 
tually being done, and printing deadlines that 
were often met by frantic last - minute sloppy 
typing and pasting-up. The biggest problem for 
the underground publisher was simply filling up 
pages once the piece- de- resistance or block- 
buster expose of the week was laid out. 

The underground, in other words, was hungry 
for prefabricated, graphic- laden and especially 
typeset articles ready to be plunked down in the 
gaping holes throughout the newspaper. 
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THE MAINSTREAM IS PHONEY 



result in a one-way trip to the police station so 
that savage goons in ill- fitting uniforms can rub 
chili paste in your eyes while cranking away at 
90- volt telephone dynamos connected to your 
genitals, control IS overt, undeniable, and, in a 
hideously fascinating sort of way, refreshing 
because you don't have to debate or persuade 
anybody about it. In arenas of putrid urbanity 
such as the howling joke on freedom, the United 
States, by contrast, everything that looks as if 
it were one way is really another entirely dif- 
ferent, and infinitely unwholesome and evil. 

In my opinion, the only 'press' in the original 
sense of the word that remains in America is 
the largely vanishing alternative press. Modern 
mainstream newspapers and magazines are as 
unlike the press of Franklin or Zenger as a TV 
show is unlike a sunset. The last stages of com- 
plete perversion of purpose have been reached 
in mainstream publishing, and its practitioners 
now are simply a corporate gang of quack pseudo- 
professionals justifying their relentless col- 
laboration with police - statism via rationales 
lifted from fascistic theories of social engineer- 
ing. The real press in the true sense of that 
word remains a pure thing in that it goes its own 
way and is controlled by nobody else. 

Obviously, as I've described here, this free- 
dom is precarious. Businesses and institutions 
maneuver feverishly to wrest control of one as- 
pect after another from those who remain the 
actual practitioners of the art. If the leeches 
can fasten their suckers into some area of pro- 
duction, distribution, interaction with readers, 
or economics, they'll gradually spread and take 
hold of the rest. 
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CONTROLS RESULTS 



This is an ancient problem for every small 
publisher, underground or not, and to skip back 
to frontier days for a moment we find that the 
lone editor- publisher, having just unloaded his 
cumbersome old press from a covered wagon 
and lugged it inside some unpainted wooden 
building with a false front, ordinarily could not 
possibly write, set type for, and print a whole 
newspaper on anything like a regular basis. So, 
hungry for supply, he and others like him con- 
stituted a demand— one that was met by agen- 
cies that sold prefabricated newspaper ins ides 
on sheets ready for the frontier publisher to 
finish off with his own material. Tops were left 
blank in case the editor wished to imprint his 
own paper's name there, but the main task left 
(still a considerable one, however) was to write 
and set up the outside two or four pages. 

This expedient enabled a lone hand to put out 
a substantial article, but whoever wrote and 
printed those boilerplate inside pages was ex- 
erting massive control over what was being said 
under the paper's banner. 

In the case of the undergrounds in the 1960s 
and '70s, what happened was, first, extensive 
borrowing. Papers copied at will articles or 
drawings from others, thus building a spirit of 
cooperation and solidarity of purpose—- though, 
to a degree, this also tended to homogenize the 
contents.Because of the widespread use of type- 
writers for typing the newspapers' directly re- 
produced columns, publishers usually had their 
printers reduce the size of the pages photo- 
graphically when making the plate negatives, so 
paste - ups were laid out at sizes allowing for 
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•SYNDICATED' PROPAGANDA 



reduction to about 60% of original size. And, as 
a result, photos or drawings tended to get tinier 
and tinier as they were picked up bypaper after 
paper, thus limiting the number of successive 
borrowings unless somebody on the end of the 
chain made an attempt to seek out the original. 

Into this situation stepped a group of Marxists 
who founded a 'service* called LNS: Liberation 
News Service. To member papers they would 
send, about once a week, a packet of prepared 
clippings on white paper, that could be either 
laid out and photographed intact, or rewritten, 
Even if re- written, the underlying marxist pol- 
itics tended to survive into the final copy; and 
of course if the copy wasn't revised at all, but 
merely lifted out of the packet and pasted down 
for reproduction in the paper, the doctrinaire 
supplier had full control of what the paper's 
readership would eventually see. 

And more than just writing: Graphic after 
graphic of oriental peasants with fists upraised 
in the air; Korean, Vietnamese, Chinese or Al- 
gerian insurgents grimly marching forward to- 
gether, men and women equally, with machine 
guns and revolutionary Communist banners fly- 
ing on staffs poking up in profusion. Such artwork 
set the pictorial tone for LNS and its member 
newspapers... and anybody who borrowed from 
them— often dozens of papers. 

This authoritarian content is instantly recog- 
nizable as such by anyone who had a consistent 
analysis, but in those hectic days, few did, Most 
under grounders were not political theorists or 
seasoned observers of social movements; they 
were well-intentioned opposers of the Vietnam 
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REGULATING WHAT THE PUBLIC SEES 



promised by such people are illusory. *BAM!' is 
more likely to be the sound effect for your chin 
hitting the floor than for 'recognition, glory and 
money' through the intermediation of some ex- 
ternal agency. Remember that it's unlikely that 
many other alternative publishers who may have 
gone out of business and never published any 
'next issue', have ever troubled with such an 
extensive and frustrating rigmarole as I did, 
just to collect even smaller sums that were due 
them for their final issues. 

One might ask: Is all this really control? Yes, 
it's victimization, but control? Can't apublisher 
just refuse to deal with distributorships of this 
kind, and be done with it? Sure — in fact I recom- 
mend it. But they're still controlling your cir- 
culation. Fine Print alone showed 323 bookstores 
around the country on their last list; that's 323 
stores that you couldn't get sold in if you weren't 
under contract with Fine Print. Those stores 
weren't about to order from a single unrepre- 
sented zine publisher. So yes, it is control. 

I Conclusion 

N this article I've tried to show some of the 
ways, sometimes subtle ways, in which people 
exert control over others' expressions, and 
shape the public's access to those views. I've 
neglected obvious methods such as Control By 
Intimidation because it's my feeling that in this 
area, overtness is more or less obsolete, at 
least in those regions of the world where a 
veneer of sophistication hides the crawling rot- 
tenness beneath. In backwater pestholes like 
Mexico, where your published expressions can 
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